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LIFE, TRIAL, and EXECUTION, 
O F 2M 


E [2 zabeth Brownrigg, 


WHO WAS | 

Executed on Monday the 14th of. September, 
+1767, for the' barbarous Murder of MARY 
CLIFFORD, her, Apprentice Girl, 


WITH . 


' Ner BEHAviouR while under Sentence of Death, and 
at the Place of Execution, | 


Ra Together with 
The SUFFERINGS of Mary Mircuei, 
and Maxy Jonsxs. 


To which is prefixed, 


<> FRONTISPIECE of Mrs. BrownzcG in the Cell 

in Newgate; and the Manner of her Torturing the Girls ; 

with the Daxx Hort where the Girls were confined on 
Sundays, truly repreſented. . 
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ACCO UNT 
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Elizabeth Brownrigg. 


URDER is, of all Crimes, the moſt deteſtable, 
in the Sight both of God and Man, and rarely 
goes unpuniſhed, even in this World, The wild 
Savages of America, whoſe Notions of Good and Evil are 
but few, and thoſe often very erroneous, yet are unani= 
mous in this, to puniſh Murder with the utmoſt Severity, 
Among Chriſtians indeed, whoſe Religion teaches them 
Benevolence and Humanity, Charity and Good-will, and 
all the ſocial Virtues, one would imagine ſuch a Crime 
ſhould hardly be heard of, much leſs, that it could be 
perpetrated with all the Horror of the moſt wanton Cru- 
elty. Yet ſuch is the Depravity of human Nature, that 
not all the Obligations of Religion, nor the Fear of eter- 
nal Puniſhment, can reſtrain the Ferocity of ſome Tem- 
pers from committing the 'moſt ſhocking Cruelties, not 
only on Brutes that ſerve them in their reſpective Capa- 
cities, according to their Natures, but on their own Spe- 
cies, and this with all the Calmneſs imaginable, and 
without any Provocation. To prove this, we need not 
ranſack Hiſtory for Examples; a very recent Inſtance will 
eaſily demonſtrate the Truth of what I have above aſ- 


rted, It is the Caſe of Mrs. Brownrigg ; a Caſe ſo ex- 
B traordinary, 


traordinary, as is ſcarce to be parallell'd in Hiſtory ; and 
as a true and faithful Relation of the whole Afﬀair will 
furniſh Inftruftions of great Utility to all Sorts and De- 
grees of People, I have been at the Pains of colleCting 


every Circumſtance relating thereto, from the Beginning 


till the Criminal's laſt Exit at Tyburn, 

In the Year 1745, James Brownrigg, a Houſe-painter, 
married Elizabeth his Wife,- then a Servant in the Family 
of Mr. R-—, in Preſcot-/treet, Goodman's- Fields ; Brown= 
rigg, at the ſame Time, ſerved his Apprenticeſhip with 
a Plaiſterer and Painter in that Neighbourhood. 


Their firſt Settlement, after Marriage, was at Green- 


wich, where he carried on his Bufineſs for five Years. 
"Then they came to London, where they lived a confider- 
able Time, and at laſt took a Houſe in Fleur-de-luce 
Court, where they have continued ever ſince, | 
Mrs. Brownrigg, it ſeems, wag very fertile, and brought 
her Huſband fixteen Children, three of whem only are 
now living. | 
After ſhe had done bearing Children, ſhe undertook 
the Buſineſs of a Midwife, under the Tuition of Dr. 
AK—y, a Gentleman of known Abilities; and was 10 well 
_ verſed in the Practice of her Office, that ſhe executed it 
t0 the general Approbation of the Patients that came un- 
_ Jer her Hands; and at length became ſo well known for 
her Skill and Tenderneſs, that the Officers of the Pariſh 
of St. Dunſten's in the Weſt were induced to appoint her 
Midwife to their Workhouſe, wherein ſhe acquitted her- 
ſelf with Judgment and Humanity ; and her Buſineſs 
here lying amongſt the pooreſt Sort of Objes, deſtitute 
of every Neceſſary, but what ſuch a miſerable Plzce at- 
forded, ſhe often relieved them by her charitable Bene- 
yolence. -. : 
. But Mrs. Brownrigg, beſides her general Prattice A- 
broad, had fitted up Conveniencies in her Houſe for the 
Accommodation of pregnant Women who wanted to 
lye-in privately. And it having been reported, and ge- 
__nierally believed, that ſhe made a very bad Uſe of theſe 
_ private Doings ; that ſhe took Money to provide for the 
Children that were born there; that for Reward, ſhe had 
deftroyed divers of theſe Children, and prevented many 
from coming alive into the World : Being interrogated 
_ hereupon, while the lay under Sentence of Death in 
7 _- Newgate, 
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3.44 
N:qwgate, ſhe ſolemnly proteſted, that there was not the: - 
leaſt Ground for ſuch Stories ; that though ſhe often en- 
tertained pregnant Women to lye-in at her Houſe, yet: 
the Children: born there were taken away, and provided 


for by their Friends, but where, and by whom, ſhe knew 


not ; that no ſuch Child ever died in her Houle, and but 
only one was ftill-born ; and that of all the Women ſhe 
had delivered fince ſhe had begun to praQtiſe, only. two 
had died, whoſe Deaths were nof occaſioned through any 
Negle& or Want of Care-inher. | | 
hile ſhe was thus carrying on the Buſineſs of a Mid- 
wife, ſhe bethought herſelf of another Way of getting 
Money, which was, by taking Girls Apprentices from 
the Pariſh Workhouſe, it being the uſual Cuſtom in the 
Pariſh of $7. Dun/tar's, to give 51. with every Girl ſo ap-- 
prenticed. _ 'T'wo of theſe unfortunate Creatures ſhe took 
from the Workhouſe of that Pariſh, namely, ary Clif- 


ford and Mary Mitchel, beſides another ſhe had from the 


Foundling Hoſpital. DARE ER, Wc, 

Aary Clifford was the Daughter of F. C!ifford, a Shoe- 
maker in White-Friars, whoſe Wife dying, left this, and 
ſeveral other Children, to his Charge ; but he not being, 
in a Capacity to take proper Care of them, and likewiſe 
marrying again, the poor Children were thrown upon 
the Parith, She and Mary Mitchel, another poor deſti- 
tute Girl, were apprenticed to Mrs, Brownrigg, Dec. 244 
1765, who received 5/1. with each of them, as aforefaid;. 
beſides Apparel ſufficient for their Wear for two Years, 
though her Neighbours could not conceive what Occaſion 
ſhe had for any Apprentice at al], or what Trade ſhe 
could learn-them, as ſhe herſelf followed only the Bufi- 
neſs of Midwifery, and her Huſband that of Houfe- 
painting, : | | 

Beſides theſe two Girls,. ſhe took another from the 
Foundling Hoſpital, whoſe Name was Mary Fones. She. 
was received into that Hoſpital Apri! 6, 1751, and was 
bound to James Brownrigg, May 13, 1765. But her Stay: 
here could be but very ſhort ; for Fuly 24 following, we 
ind an Entry in the Books of the Hoſpital as follows : 

«© Ordered, that Mr. Plumpire, the Hoſpital Sollicitor,. 
'* do write to James Brownrigg, a Painter in Fetter- Lane, 
'* who had the Child Mary Fones apprenticed to him by 
* this Corporation, and acquaint him, that if he doth 
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(6) 
& not forthwith make Satisfation for the Abuſe to the 
« ſaid Child, that this Corporation will proſecute him 
_ © with the utmoſt Severity.” Ry 
_ Accordingly, Brownrigg had Notice given him of this 
Order ; but he not paying that Reſpect to it which the 
Governors thought the Nature of the Aﬀair required, he 
was ſummoned before the Chamberlain of London, where 
the 'V.atter was finally adjuſted, and the Satisfaction de- 
manded piven, | 
The Reaſons that induced this Girl to quit her Ma- 
ſter's Service ſo abruptly, were the frequent and cruel 
Whippings given her by Mrs. Brownrigg, in which (as 
_ the Girl-aftirmed) ſhe was often affifted by her Huſband. 
| The Manner in which ſhe exerciſed her Cruelties upon 
this poor Czirl being ſomewhat extraordinary, it deſerves 
a more particular Relation. 
| Her Method was this : She laid two Chairs on the. 
Floor, in ſuch a Form, that one ſupported the other ; 
then ſhe and her Huſband faſtened the Girl upon the 
Backs of thoſe Chairs, ſometimes naked ; but if ſhe had 
| her Cloaths on, her Miſtreſs pulled them over her Head, 
and whipped her till ſhe had tired herſelf. 
Sometimes, when the Girl had been waſhing any of 
the Rooms or Stairs, her Miftreſs has taken Occaſion to 
find Fault with her Work, and, by Way of Puniſhment, 
has ſnatched her up in her Arms, and ſous'd her over 
Head and Ears in a Pail of dirty Water that was ſtand- 
Ing by, repeating it ſeveral Times, and often threatened 
to drown her in a Tub of Water, which ſhe ordered 
Mary Mitchel to fill for that Purpoſe. By which cruel 
Uſage the Girl received ſeveral Contuſions in many Parts 
of her Body, particularly in her Neck and Shoulders, 
from the Edges and Bale of the Pail. - 
And indeed, fo great were the Sufferings of this poor 
Girl, and ftill under Apprehenſions of yet worſe to come, 
that ſhe reſolved, on the firſt Opportunity, to releaſe her- 
ſelf from this terrible Situation ; which ſhe effeQted in 
| the following Manner. Re 
Her Bed, it ſeems, was in a Hole under a Dreſſer, in 
the ſame Room where Brownrigg and his Wife lay, and 
- facing the Feet of their Bed. Here, as one Sunday 
Morning ſhe lay ruminating on, and lamenting her mi- 
 ferable Condition, ſmarting with the Bruiſes ſhe had by 
Ys ready 


She 28. 


ready received, and dreading what ſhe was yet likely to 
ſuffer, ſhe eſpied the Key of the outer Door hanging on 
a Nail againſt a Poſt ; then turning her Eyes towards 
her Maſter's Bed, and perceiving they were both faſt 
aſleep, ſhe immediately ſhufled on her Cloaths, crept 
ſoftly to the Door, unlocked it, and bid adicu to that 
unhoſpitable Manſion. 

The poor Creature having thus obtained her Liberty, 
haſtened away as faſt as ſhe could to her only Home, the 
Hoſpital, but not knowing the Way, ſhe enquired of 
every Body ſhe met, and at laſt found it, to her inex-_ 
preſſfible Joy, and was inſtantly admitted. Let us now 
return to the other two poor Girls, whoſe Situation was 
no leſs diſmal than that of this poor unhappy Foundling. 

Mary Clifford, who was the third Apprentice, and 
the chief Object of her Miſtreſs's infernal Rage, was 
bound out by the Officers of YYh:te-Friars Precin& to 
Fames Brownrigg, Feb. 18, 1756. The only Friend ſhe 
had was her Mother-in-law, who happened to be then 
in the Country, On her Return to 'Town, being in- 
formed of what was done, ſhe immediately went to ſee 
the Girl, but was told by a Neighbour, that no ſuch 
Perſon was there ; for it ſeems Mrs. Brownrigg, imagin- 
ing ſuch an Enquiry might be made, had taken the Pre- 
caution to defire an oppolite Neighbour, if any one ſhould 
ask after the Girl, to ſay ſhe (NIrs. Brownrigg) had no 
Apprentice at all. 

Upon which ſhe applied herſelf to the Overſeers of 
White Friars, to be informed what they had done with 
her Daughter, who aſſured her that they had bound her 
out to Brownrigg as aforeſaid, Upon which ſhe went 
again, and ſeeing Fames Brownrigg, deſired to fee Mary 
Clifford their Girl ; he ſaid no ſuch Perſon lived there ; 
and threatened, if ſhe made any Diſturbance, he would *' 
take her before my Lord Mayor, and ſhe thereupon went | 
| away. Soon after this, a Baker's Apprentice and Jour- 
neyman, who lived juſt by Brownrigg, came and told 
her that her Daughter was there, and very barbarouſl 
uſed. She acquainted the Pariſh Officers with what ſhe 
had heard. They went with her to Brownrigg's Houſe, 

and the Officers demanding to ſee the Girl, were told 
that the Girl they enquired for was not at Home, but RF 
was gone into the Country. Mrs, Brownrigg, ſeeing i 
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the Officers in the Shop, went out of Doors immediate- 
Ph and made her Eſcape. Phe Officers {till inſiſted. on 
eeing the Girl, and Brownrigg as peremptorily denied 

her being there, and faid ſhe was in Hertfordſhire, At 
laſt he produced Mary Mitchell, The Officers being 
perſuaded that the other Girl was in the Houſe, ſearch- 
' ed all over the houſe from'top to bottom, but could not 
| find her. But on the Officers threatening, that if he 

|| did not produce her, they avould take him before a Ma- 
giſtrate, and accordingly ordering a Coach to, be ready 
to carry him, Brownrigg promiſed to produce the Girl, 
and his Son Johx brought her in, but in a moſt miſera- 
ble Condition ; her Head was cut, with many terrible 
Gaſhes upon it; her Back, Legs and Thighs, were in 
the fame ſad Condition, and a very bad Wound appear- 
e& upon one of her Hips; her Head and Throat were 
prodigiouſly ſwelled, and her Mouth extended in ſuch a 
Manner, that ſhe could not ſhut her Lips, nor even 
fpeak but with a Sort of inarticulate Sound in the 
Throat. Upon which the Officers took both the Girls 
away, and conveyed them to the Workhouſe, and put 
Clifford under the Care of a Surgeon, who on examin= 
mg her Caſe, faid ſhe was in a very dangerous Way. 
Being carried to the Workhouſe, they were ordered to 


[18 be undreſſed and put to Bed. When they came to pull 


| off Mitchell's leathern Boddice, the poor Wretch ſcream- 
F#| ed out moſt terribly ; for the Leather ſticking faſt to the 
Wounds, put her to. intolerable Pain in taking it off. 


{ Bur being promiſed ſhe ſhould never return to her Miſ- 


treſs again, ſhe began to take Heart, and aſſured Mr, 
Grundy the Overſeer, that the Moment before ſhe her- 
felf had been introduced to him at Brownrigg's Houſe, 
fhe had parted with Mary Clifford, on the Garret Stairs. 
And it appeared afterwards, that Brownr:gg took this 
Opportunity to convey thygGirl into a Cupboard under 
the Beaufet in the Dining-r8om, and ſhut her in ; which 
the Officers having no Suſpicion of, never ſearched, as 
they did every other Part of the Houſe. RS 
T The Apothecary, who attended the Girls, finding 
them, eſpecially Clifford, in a very bad Way, he ac- 
quainted the Ofkeers of the Pariſh, that he being no 
Surgeon, it would be proper to ſend them to the Hoſpi- 
tal; which was accordingly done, 

| Mean 


t 9 ) 
_ Mean while Brownrigg was carried to I/ood-Jtrect 
Compter, in order to be taken before a Magiſtrate the 
next Day ; and his Wife (as before obſerved) having 
made her Eſcape, was ſoon followed by her eldeſt Son, 
. who took with him ſome Cloaths, her Gold Watch, 
and ſome Money, 


It may here be proper to relate in what Manner this 


dark Scene of Iniquity was diſcovered, and brought to 
Light: Thus it was. An Apprentice of Mr, Deacon, 
a Baker in Fleur-de-luce Court, next Door to Mr. 
Brownrigg, on the 3d of Augu/t, going up to a two 
Pair of Stairs Window, and looking down on the Sky- 
light, the Window of which was taken off, he ſaw 
Atary Clifford, her Back and Shoulders cut in a very 
ſhocking Manner, without a Cap, and her Head wound- 
ed and bloody., Then he went down two Pair of Stairs, 
and getting thro' a Window, crept to the Sky-light, 
where he had a full View of her; he called to her ſeve- 
ral times, but had no Anſwer; he then toſſed down ſome 
Bits of Mortar, one of which fell on her Head ; upon 


which ſhe looked up, and he ſaw her Eyes black, and 


her Face extremely ſwelled, and made a Noiſe ſomethin 

like a long O! and then withdrew backwards. Be 
then went down and told his Miſtreſs, and what a miſe- 
rable .Condition the Girl was in. Upon which Mrs. 


| Deacon ſent for a Watchmaker's Wite (a Neighbour} 


and telling her what her Apprentice had ſeen, defirc4 


| her to go and find out the Girl's Mother-in-law, and. 


tell her how- cruelly her Daughter had been uſed ; ſhe 
came, and what followed has already been related. 

It ſhould alſo be remembered, - that Brownrige, being 
concerned in a Sale at Hampſtead, bought a Hog, and 
brought it Home to his Houſe in Fleur-de-luce Court. 
'This Hog he put into a covered Yard, over which was 
a Sky-light ; after awhile, it was thought neceſlary to 
open the Sky-light, to give Vent to the Stench, occa- 
fioned by keeping the Hog in ſo cloſe a Place; and it 
was thro' this Sky-light that Mr. Deacon's Apprentice had 
a View of this miſerable Object. . 

Another Thing to be obſerved is, that when the Pa- 
riſh Officers came to demand a Sight of the Girls, 
Brownrigg thinking to intimidate them with high Word, 
- and a threatening Tone of Voice, ſent for a LANES: 
who 
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ako came, and to affiſt his Client in terrifying the Over- 
ſeers, and to make them deſiſt from their Purpoſe, drew 
up a Writing in Form, demanding by what Authority 
they entered the Houſe, and threatening them with a 
Proſecution unleſs they immediately quitted it. Mr. 
Grundy however was not to be frightened, but reſolute- 
ly purſued his Search till the Girl was produced, as be- 
. fore related. 

Brawnrigg was committed to WWiud- -/lreet Compter, 


and the next Day was carried before Alderman Croſby 


at Guildhall, before whom likewiſe the two Girls were 
| brought from the Hoſpital to be examined. Mary Clif- 
ord being in a very weak Condition, was carried ina, 
\Chair, and firſt examined, but was not able to anſwer 
more than yes or no, to whatever was aſked her. 

Mary Mitchell was then queſtioned by the Alderman, 
and he depoſed, that her Miſtreſs had often tied them 
up both, 'naked, with their Arms acroſs, to an iron 
Staple that was fixed to a Beam in the Cellar for that 
Purpoſe, and whipped them in a moſt cruel and barba- 
rous Manner for the moſt trifling Offences ; that on the 
Friday before, Mary Clifford, in particular, was thus 
tied up, and whipped fix 'I 1mes, and herſelf twice; that 
on the Sunday before, they were locked up in the Coal- 
hole under the Cellar Stairs, where they had often been 
confined before, without any Thing given them to eat, 
except a Piece of Bread, and without ſo much as a 
Drop of Water, or any other Kind of Liquid. Having 
riven this Information, they were both returned to the 
Floſpital, where all poſſible Care was taken of them ; 
and Brownrigg was ſent back to the Compter for farther 
Examination, and a Warrant granted to apprehend Eli. 
zabeth Brownrigg. 

Diligent Search was —_ after her, and not a Houſe 
among her Acquaintance was left unviſited, where it was 
ſuppoſed ſhe might be concealed. 'T'wo "Prrtbns went 
down to Stan/tead, in Hertfordſhire, where ſhe had a 
Child of ſix Years of Age, but found her not there, 
All Enquiries proving unſucceſsful, it was determined 
to inſert an Advertiſement in the News- - Papers, and. on 
Saturday Anguft 8, this appeared : 

« Whereas # rzabeth, the Wife of Fames Jeri. 
<6 Painter, of Fleur-de-luce Court, Fleet-ſtreet, ſtands 

« charged 


w charged 6n Oath, with cruelly treating two Appren- 
© tice Girls, ſo that «their Lives are in great Danger : 
* Whoever will apprehend her, ſo that ſhe may be 
_& brought to Juſtice, ſhall have Ten Guineas Reward, 


< of the Overſeers of the Pariſh of Sr, Dun/an's in the | 


& Weſt, She is a middle-ſized ſlim Woman, of a ſwar- 
C thy Complexion, near 50 Years of Age; had ona 
«& yellow Gown ſtriped, and followed the Practice of 
© Midwifry, | Es wer 
« And whoever will apprehend Fohn Brownrigg her 
cc Son, a Youth of a pale Complexion, dark Hair, very 
& ſlim, about 19 Years of Age, by Trade a Painter, 
& who alſo ſtands charged on Oath, with being accefſary 
« -, the ſaid cruel Treatment, ſhall have Two Guineas 
& Reward, to be paid by the Overſeers aforeſaid.” 


TIT 


the Swelling. in her Head and Neck ſublided, and ſhe 
Was able to ſwallbw, but ſoon afterwards fell into a high 
| Fever and Delirium, in which ſhe died. After her Swel- 
ling was abated, ſhe ſpoke, but with great Difficulty and 
ain, and very inarticulately. It was the Opinion of 
the Surgeon who attended her, that the Wounds ſhe had 
received were the Occaſion of her Death. 
On Monday the 10th, the above Advertiſement was 
again inſerted in the Papers, but with this additional 
Note, which the Death of the poor Girl rendered ne- 
cellary.- 


« As Mary Clifferd, one of the aforeſaid Apprentice 


« Girls, died this Morning, it is neceſſary to caution all 
& Perſons from harbouring, or in any wiſe concealing 
<< the above-mentioned El:zabeth and Fobn Brownrigg ; 
< as whoever harbours or conceals them, ſhall be pro- 
* ſecuted with the utmoſt Severity of the Law. 
Es  __ W. Owen, Church-warden.” 
On Tueſday the 11th' of Auouft, the Coroner's Inqueſt 
ſat on the Body of ary Clifford, at the Red Cow in 
Smithfield. The chief Witneis produced to prove the 
Facts, and charge the Criminal, was Mary Hichel; but 
as her Evidence will 'be given more at large on the Trial, 
we muſt refer the Particulars to: ths Account we ſhall 
then give, * 


I2 


The Surgeon alſo, who attended her in the Hoſpital, 
was clearly of Opinion, that the Wounds and Bruiſes 
the Girl had received by the Whippings, for Want of 
proper Dreflings, was the Occaſion of her Death. He 
| further declared, that he found ſix Wounds on her Head, 
three of which were large, and three ſmaller ; that ſhe 
| Had a large Wound on each Shoulder, beſides a vaſt 
Number of Cuts all over her Body, particularly on the 
Hips; all which ſaid Wounds appeared to him in a State 
of Mortificationz that her Head and Throat were ſo pro- 
digiouſly ſwelled, that ſhe could neither ſpeak nor ſwallow. 

The Jury having conſidered of their Verdi&, brought 
it in JY/ilful Murder againſt Elizabeth and Fames Brown- 
rigg. But nothing appearing on this Inquiſition to 
charge their youngeſt Son /il/ram with having any Con- 
cern.in this tragical Aﬀair, he was ordered to be diſ- 
charged from the Poultry Compter, whereto he had been 
committed on Suſpicion, | Frag 

Mr. Owen being informed of what was determined on 
the Inquiſition, ſummoned a Veſtry, in order to take 
their Senſe in what Manner to proceed, in regard to the 
apprehending Elizabeth Brownrigg; and it was reſolved 
to repeat the Advertiſement, and to. offer a. Reward of 


x 
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It was not long before Intelligence was brought, that 
Mrs. Brownrigg and her Son had taken Places in the 
_ © Dover Stage Coach. But on ſecond Thoughts, believ- 

ing their ; Pio thither might be attended with ſome 
Danger, they judged it better to loſe their Earneſt than 
to proceed in it. They then went to Ea/!-Smithfield, 
and took a Lodging in N:ghtiingale-lane, where they re- 
mained till Txeſday the 11th. But before they quitted 
\ that Quarter of the Town, they bought ſome ſecond- 

and Apparel, to prevent their being known by their 
own Cloaths from the Deſcription given of them in the 
Advertiſement. EE | g | 
* Taking Coach, from hence they proceeded to the Wa- 
ter-ſide, and paſſed over to Wandſworth, where they 
took a Lodging at a Chandler's Shop kept by Mr, Dur- 
har, and on Sunday the 16th were there taken, Here 


they 


er (13) 
_ they paſſed for Man and Wife, and lay in the ſame Room, 
| where was but one Bed, and kept themſelves very cloſe. 
- Mr. Dunbar, their Landlord, happening to read the 
Advertiſement. in the Papers, deſcribing their Perſons, 
and offering a Reward for apprehending them, imagined 
he could perceive a very great Similitude between the 
Perſons deſcribed in the Advertiſement, and his Lodgers ;- 
and acquainting his Wife with his Suſpicions, he re- 
ſolved to go to Town the next Day, and make the Diſ- 
covery. Accordingly he went, but Mr. Owen being at 
Church, he went thither, and ſending for him into the 
Veſtry, he gave him ſuch a Deſcription of his Lodgers, 
as convinced Mr. Owen, that they muſt be the ſame they 
wanted. Tn | 
Mr. Owen, to proceed with the greater Cautiqn and . 
| Secrecy in an Aﬀair of ſuch Importance, ſent to Mr, 
Deacon, who had been next Door Neighbour to the 
Brownriggs for two Years paſt, and therefore was per- 
fectly acquainted with their Perſons, and begged the Fa- 
_ him to go along with the Conſtable to Yandſ- 
Worth. | | 
- Mr. Deacon complied with his Requeſt, immediately 
ſet out, and on their Arrival at Dunbar's Houſe, the 
_ Conftable went up direfly into their Room ; but not 
knowing their Perſons, and ſeeing them drefſed in a 
Manner very different from the Deſcription given of them 
in the Advertiſement, .began to think he was under a 
_ Miſtake, and was about to withdraw ; but Mr. Deacon 
coming in at that Inſtant, aſfured him that they were 
the People he wanted. .” 
At the Sight of their well-known Neighbour, Mr. 
Deacon, the Mother and Son were not a little ſurpriſed, 
| but ſoon compoling their Spirits to more Calmneſs, they 
quietly ſubmitted to their Fate, only defiring they might 
not be il|-uſed or expoſed. The Conſtable ſearched 
their Pockets, to prevent any Miſchief in their Way to 
Town. Mr. Deacon having, with ſome Difficulty, pro- 
cured a Coach, they were conveyed into the Borough. 
In their Converſation by the Way, Mrs. Brownrigg ear- 
neſtly requeſted Mr. Deacon to employ his Intereft with 
the Landlord, not to let the Houſe, but to keep it in 
Reſerve for her Son; a very odd Subjet to employ her 
| Thoughts, conſidering the very critical Situation ſhe was 
: » 2 Ing 
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in, and Death almoſt within her View þ unleſs we 6 cha” 


ritably ſuppoſe, that ber affectionate 
Welfare of her Family: bore down all other Canſiderg- 
tions whatſoever. - 

Being arrived in the Borough, they took a . Hackney- 
Coach, and proceeded to the oultry-Compter, where the 
Conftable delivered up his Priſoners to the Keeper, about 
Four in the Afternoon. 
| Mrs. Brownrigg no ſoaner entered the Gate, but ſhe 

fell into Fits, and was frequently afterwards attacked 
- with ſtrong Convulſions, which, together with her re- 
fuling to take any Nouriſhment, but what was forced 

on her, made it doubtful whether ſhe would live to 
= her Trial, But my Lord Mayor being informed of 
theſe Circumſtances, bo Fam" that the ſhould be carefully 
watched, and 2ll poilible Care to be taken of her till ſhe 
was well enough to be carried to, Newgate. 

The Son was in little better Condition than his Mo- 
ther ; for his Mind being filled with all the Horrors of 
Guilt, and terrified at . Thoughts of the dreadful Pu- 
niſhment which he imagined awaited it, he was ſeized 
| With a Fever; from which being ſomewhat recovered, 
he was, on Friday Auguſt 21, taken before my Lord 
Mayor at the anſion-houſe, where he paſſed under a 
= Examination ; in the Courſe of which it appeared, 
that he had very cruelly treated ary Clifford, deceaſed; 
and once, when his Mother had ah Ola her t2 till, ſhe was 
tired, he, by her Orders, took the W hip, and gave her 
about twenty Laſhes more, notwithſtanding he then ſaw 

her Body bleeding with many Wounds. | 
' On the Monaay following, he was again brought he- 
| fare his Lordſhip, and examined ; when, Mary. Mitchel 

_ depoſed, that he had ſeveral Times beat. her alſo very 

cruelly, particularly once, when he ſtripped her naked, - 

and tied her up to. the Staple which his Viother made Uſe 
of for the ſame Purpoſe, and. there whipped her in,a moſt 
violent Manner with a Horſe-whip, and for no. other 
Fault or Offence than that of eating ſome Cheſnuts, 
which he pretended were not his own. 
This Witneſs likewiſe depoſed, that about ſix Months 
| ago, the ſaid Fobn Brownrigg beat the Deceaſed with the 
Buckle End of a thick Leather Belt, till the Blood: ran 
from her Head, Neck and Shoulders, ds Waunds 


ſhe 


oncern for the 
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ſhe had before, being but juſt ſkinned over) becauſe ſhe 
did not turn up a Bed, though (as it-appeared to this De- 


ponent) ſhe had not Strength to do it: But added, that 


the Son had not, to her Knowledge, beat the Deceaſed - 
after the laſt mentioned Time; and it being the Opinion 
of the Surgeons, that the Wounds which occaſioned her 
Death were thoſe which ſhe received on the 31ft of 

laſt, and the Whippings given by the Son being before 
that Time, he was not judged acceffary to the Murder ; 
but was remanded back to the Compter, till it could'be 
known whether the Parifh Officers had any other Charge 


' againft him. | 


Mrs. Brownrigg being informed of what had paſſed at 
the Aanſion- Houſe on her Son's Examination, grew bet- 
ter, and her Convulſions were leſs frequent, till the 
24th, when they returned with greater Violence than 


| ever; for on that Day, her Son was again carried be- 


fore the Lord Mayor, charged with a Miſdemeanour, in 
beating the ſurviving Girl, Apprentice to his Father ; 
when it appeared, on the Oath of the Girl, that he had 
whipped her naked three Days ſucceſfively with a Horfe- 

whip, twice by his Mother's Order, and the third Time 


_ of his own Accord, becauſe ſhe had eat two or three 


Cheſnuts that lay in her Way, as before related. Upon 
which he was re-committed to the Comprer ;, upon which 
his Mother being informed of it, again fell into Fits, 
and ſo continued till Friday the 28th, when his Lordſhip 


being informed by the Keeper the was hetter, fent his 


Apothecary to enquire what Condition ſhe was in 3 who 
reported, that ſhe might, with Safety, be carried to New- 
pate.” Upon which a Coach was ordered, and placed as 
near the Compter Gate as poſſible, to prevent any Inter- 


Tuption from the Mob, who had, from a Rumour that | 


ſhe was to be examined before his Lordſhip at. the dan- 


fion- Houſe, aſſembled in great Numbers for ſeveral Days 


in the Poultry, in order to have a Sight of her. Being 
helped into the Coach, and the Blinds drawn up, the 


was carried to Newgate, without the leaſt Noiſe or Di- 


ſturbance whatever ; where her convulfive Fits returned, 


and continued, by Intervals, till her Trial came an. 


On the 4th of September, Tames Brownrigg was TIe- 
moved from W/ood/treet-Compter to Newgate, in order to 


take his Trial at the enſuing Seflions, at the. Old Bailey, 


September 
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. September 9, Bills of Inditment were preferred to the 
Grand Jury, againſt Fames and Elizabeth Brownrigg, 
and Fohn their Son, for the wilful Murder of ary 
Clifford; all which were found, -and the Sen, thereupon, 
was removed from the Poultry Compter 'to Newgate, to 
take his Trial with his Father and Mother. The next 
Day, Thurſday the xoth, Bills of Indiment were alſo 
preferred and found againſt the Father. and Son, for an 
Aſſault on Mary Mitchel. pe 4 
On Saturday September 12, their Trials came on. The 


# Subſtance of the Evidence given by /fary Mitchel was 


as follows: That ſhe was in the ſixteenth Year of her 
Age ; that about two Years apo, ſhe was bound Ap- 
prentice to James Brownrigg in Fleur-de-luce Court ; that 
LAary Clifford had been Apprentice there about a Year 
and a Half, and was a Month upon Liking. During 
the firſt Month of her Liking, ſhe was uſed well, lay on 
a good Bed, and eat and drank as the Family did ; but 
about a Week after ſhe was bound, her ill Treatment 
began, and for any trifling Offence, her Miſtreſs beat 
her over the Head and Shoulders with a Walking-cane 
and a Hearth-bruſh, After ſhe was bound, ſhe was 
made to lie on the Parlour Boards, or in the Paſſage, 
and often in the Cellar; and the Reaſon alledged by her 
Miſtreſs for uſing her thus, was her wetting the ' Bed. 
Semetimes ſhe lay in her own Cloaths, or elſe had a Bit 
of a Blanket to cover her. At other Times, they were 
both locked up in the Coal-hole under the Cellar Stairs. 
There ſhe had a Sack ſtuffed with Straw to lie upon, 
with a Bit of a Blanket to cover her; but ſometimes ſhe 
was quite naked. The Reaſon why her Miſtreſs con- 
fined her in that dark Hole was, becauſe, being ve 
hungry, the Girl got up one Night, and broke open the 
Cupboard where the Victuals uſed to be put, but found 
none, Her Miſtreſs having diſcovered this, made her 
| rip herſelf naked to waſh, where ſhe flood all that Day 
naked, her Miſtreſs whipping her, at Intervals, all the 
'Time. Mary Clifford was then about 15 Years of Age. 
The Inſtrument her Miſtreſs made Uſe of in beating her, 
was the Stump of a Riding-whip. After that Day her 
Miſtreſs obliged her to lie under the Cellar Stairs, the 
_ Coals being taken out to make Room for her. . Some- 
times they were both locked in together, that is, from 
Saturday Night till Sunday Night, when their Mats ond 
: iſtreſs 


m7 | 
Miſtreſs went into. the Country ; during 'which : Time 
they had nothing to eat but a Piece of Bread, and no- 
thing to drink; and were let out of this diſmal Priſon on 
Sunday Night by the Apprentice Boy. At ſuch Times 
they were generally locked up by Fehn the Son, but ne= 
ver by their Maſter, except once. All the Bed they had 
to lie upon was ſometimes ſome old Rags they got out of 

the Garret, and ſometimes had only a Boy's W aiſtcoat to 
| cover them, it being their Miſtreſs's Order, that they 
ſhould not lie in their Cloaths. About a Year and a 
Half ago, 7ehn the Son beat ary Clifford with a Leather 
Strap, for not turning up the Parlour Bed, as hard as he 
could f{trike, though it was beyond her Strength to do it. 
The Wounds in her Head and Shoulders, which ſhe had 
but a little before received from her Miſtreſs, and but juſt 
ſcabbed over, were now made to bleed afreſh. "The 
Blood dropt on the Ground, ſo as to make a ſmall Puddle. 
Once her Maſter beat her with a Hearth-bruſh, though 
never but that once, The Manner in which ſhe uſed to 


beat her, was, to tie her up by the Hands to a Water- 


pipe in the Kitchen, and then to laſh her naked Body 
with a Horſe-whip, and ſeldom left off til] ſhe had fetched 
Blood. About three Months ago, her Maſter, by her 
Miſtreſs's Deſire, faſtened a Hook into the Beam in the 
Kitchen. The Uſe that was made of this Hook, was 
to tie Mary Clifford and herſelf up to be beat. When 
Mary Clifford was tied up, ſhe was always naked, and 
always beat til] ſhe bled, Some Time before the Hook 
was put up, her Miftreſs had been beating the Girl a con- 
_ iderable Time with the Horſe-whip, as ſhe was faſtened 
to the Water-pipe naked ; juſt as ſhe had unlooſed her, 
ou coming down, the bid him take the Whip and beat 

er, which he did, and gave her ſeveral ſevere Strokes. 
Another Puniſhment inflited by her mercileſs Miſtreſs 
on Mary Clifford, was, by putting a Jack-chain round 

her Neck, and faſtening the other End of it to the Yard- 
| door, It was drawn very tight round her Neck, as hard 
- aS it could be without choaking her. The Fault ſhe was 
thus puniſhed for was, that being a-dry in the Night, 
ſhe broke down ſome Boards to get a little Water. She 
Was chained to the Door all Day, but looſed at Night, 
and then ſent into the Cellar, with her Hands tied be- 
hind her, the Chain being ſtil] on. her Neck, and locked 
under the Cellar Stairs all Night, Her Miſtreſs having 


been 


(1BYT7 
been Abroad for fome Days, came Home on Friday the 
1ſt of Fuly, Mary Clifford was then pretty well in 

alth, and her Wounds were feabbed over, but very 


| fore about her Head and Shoulders. About 10 o'Clock 
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that Morning, her Miſtreſs went down into the Kitchen, 
and tied the Girt up to the Hook, pretending ſhe had 
done no Work whilſt fhe was Abroad ; then ſhe Horfe- 
whipped her all over the Body, fo that Drops of Blood 
trickled down to the Ground. Having let her down, 
and put her to the Wafhing-tub, the laſhed her again, 
and with the Butt-end of the Whip ſtruck her two or 
three Times on the Head as ſhe was ſtoopiny over the 
Tub, bidding her work faſter. Five Firttes fhe was tied 
wp that Day, and whipped by her Miftreſs, neither had 
ſhe any Cloaths or the whole Day, which fhe was charg- 


ed not to put on. Aﬀeer the laft feyere Whipping on 


Friday, her Head and Shoulders were quite raw, and 


Her whole Body all over gaft'd' with Wounds in a frizht- 


ful Manner; her Head, Neck and Throat, were prodi- 
giouſly ſwelled, infomuch that her Chin, Chetks, and 
all, were quite'even. Her Niftreſs then began to think 
ſhe had gone a little too far, and, to'aſſuage the Swelfing, 
Hid a Poultice of Bread and Milk to her Throat. Tf any 
Thing could add to the Barbarity of this Woman, it 
was, that ſhe would not ſuffer thetn to cry out, however 
cruelly tortured; for if they did, ſhe never left whipping 
them till they held their Tongue. By the' Evidence it 
likewiſe appeared, that Mary Cliffbrd had a Fall down 
Stairs with x Sauce-pan in her Hand, the Handle of 
which hurt one Side of her Face very much; which, her 
Miftreſs ſaid, had occafioned her fwelled Neck arid Face. 
The Surgeon, under whoſe Care ſhe was at the Hoſpital, 


' being aſked what he thought'was the Cauſe of the'Swel= 


ling in her Neck, and whether, if a Jack-chain had'been. 
faſtened about it, might not occafion fuch a Swelling? 
Anſwered, it might, and that there was on her Neck a 
Sort of a Ring, as if ſomething had been tied about it, 
which could not be cauſed by the Sauce=pan. ogy 
"Thus have we given the Subſtance of MitchePs Evi- 
dence 'on this memorable Occaſion ; but for a more*par- 
ticular and circumſtantial Account of that; as wetl' as' of 


| the other Witneſſes, on whofe 'Feſtimonies the Jury were 
_ enabled to form their Verdi, we muſt refer the Reader 
to the Trial itſelf, publiſhed by the Authority of the 


Court ; 
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Court z only remarking, that in' the Defence made by 
the Pyiioner, Elizabeth Brownrige, ſhe partly owned the 
Charge againſt her; only ſaying, that in beating the 
Girl, ſhe had no Defign againſt her Life. *þ 
7 ames Brownrigg, in his Defence, called ſeveral Per- 
ſons to his Character, who gave him that of a fober, in- 
duſtrious, good-natured Man, And indeed it appeared 
from the Confeffion of the deceaſed Girl, on her Exami- 
nation before the Alderman at Guildhall, on her being 
aſked, whether. her Maſter ever beat her? replied, No.' 
And Mary Mitchel acknowledged, that her Maſter never 
beat her, except only that he might hit her a Tap on 
the Head or fo. Nor was it probable that Mr. Brownrigg 
knew the Cruelties practiſed on the poor Girls by his 
Wife, if what ſhe ſolemnly declared, while under Sen- 
tence in Newgate, be true, namely, That all her Acts 
of Barbarity exerciſed on the Children were done with 
_ the utmoſt Privacy, to prevent a Diſcovery by the Neigh- 
boursz that her Huſband never knew that ſhe ever beat 
or whipped, or practiſed any other Cruelties upon them, 
| Nor did he know for what Purpoſe ſhe deſired him to 
drive a Hook into the Beam. She likewiſe owned, that 
her Son Fohn had beat them three different Times very 
ſeverely, but not without her Orders : That once in par= 
ticular, when Mary Clhfford was emaciated with Hunger, 
and weakened by her cruel "Treatment, ſhe ordered her 
to turn up,,a Bed, which wanting Strength to do, ſhe 
bid him beat her till ſhe did; upon which he beat her 
with a Belt, which 'had a Buckle at the End of it, till. 
the Blood ran down from ſeveral Parts of her Body, and 
fell in Puddles on the Floor. Upon the whole, ſhe ac- 
quitted her Huſband of being concerned in, or having 
any Knowledge of thoſe Barbarities ſhe had exerciſed on 
the poor Girls; which ſhe might do unknown to him, 
as he was very much Abroad about his Bufineſs, | 
The Judge having ſummed up the Evidence, the Jury, 
| after a ſhort Conſultation among themſelves, brought in 
their Verdict, by which James Brownrigg was acquitted, 
Elizabeth his\Wite found guilty, and John the Son acquitted, 
© Elizabeth received Sentence of Death immediately, 
and to be executed on the donday following. But Fames 
and Fohn were detained, on an Indictment preferred a= 
gainſt them for aflaulting and abuſing ary Mitchel. 
_ After her Commitment to Newgate, but before her 
D -.— Seas. 
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: Trial, a Friend of her's went to viſit her,' to whorh ſhe 
declared how unhappy ſhe was in being the miſerable 

Inftrument of bringing ſuch terrible Diſtreſſes on herſelf 
and Family, whom he endeavoured to exculpate, by 
taking all the Guilt on herſelf. At his going away, ſhe 
defired him to repeat his Viiits as often as he could, for 
there was no Body ſhe could oper her Mind to fo freely 
' as to him. He complied with .her Requeſt, and pro- 
miſed he would come as often as he conveniently could. 


1 =» September 3, he viſited her again, when he found her at 


Prayers, but her Spirits much dejeCted. pn 
- The next Time he called upon her was September 8, 
when ſhe appeared much more dejeCcted than at any Time 
he had ſeen her before. - She defired him to bring her a 
good Book, and that ſhe would take it as a Favour, if he 
would go to the Miſtreſs of the Workhouſe, and aſk her 
for Five Shillings, due to her for the Delivery of a Wo- 
man there. He complied with both her Requeſts. He 
immediately ſent her a good Book, and in a Day or two 
brought her the Five Shillings, for both which ſhe was 
extremely thankful, proteſting her Neceſlity was 1o great, 
that ſhe had been forced to borrow ſome Halfpence of a 
Woman who was with her in the ſame Room ; which 
may ſerve to refute thoſe idle Reports that were ſpread 
about, of. her having a great deal of Money about her. 
While this great Criminal lay under Sentence of Death 
in Newgate, ſhe ſeemed to be impreſſed with a deep Senſe 
of her deplorable Condition, and of the heinous Nature 
of her Crimes, crying out, in the Agony of her Soul, 
«© O Lord, cleanſe me from this horrid Fa, and let 
<« the Blood of Chriſt ſpeak better Things for me, than 
<« the Blood of that innocent Child I have fo cruelly and 
& barbarouſly murdered !? n 
_ ... She confeſſed, that the moſt material Part of the Evi- 
dence againſt her was true, acknowledged the Juſtice of 
her Sentence, and that her Puniſhment was no more than 
'what ſhe had merited for her inhuman Treatment of thoſe 
poor Girls. «<< O! ſaid ſhe, that I had but had Half the 
$- Mercy towards the poor Girls that I experienced from 
«© the Judge who tried me, or the Council who pleaded 
<«c againſt me; in that Caſe I ſhould never have come to 
« an untimely End. But 'Thanks be to God, that my 
« Huſband and Child are acquitted, for they knew no» 
. & thing of my laſt Cruelty till after it was committed ; 
; : | 66 and 
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<< afid when it came to his Knowledge, he reſolved t6 
_ <«c ſend the Girl into the Country, that a Surgeon ſhould. 
<& attend her, and to uſe all poſhble Means to recover herz 
<&< but All his good Intentions were fruſtrated, by the Diſ» 
&< covery made by Mr. Deacon's Servants: Addi 
£* her Huſband did not deny the Girl to the Pariſh Oh» 
& cers from any Conſciouſneſs of Guilt in himſelf, but 
& to ſcreen her, who, he feared, would appear in a very 
« unfavourable Light, ſhould the Girl be produced,” - 
 _ In her Confeffions, ſhe acknowledged ſhe had for matiy 
Years ſerved God, and walked in his Ways ; and had 
' not only the Form of Godlineſs, but expetienced much 
Delight in the Service of God, and found the Ways of 
Wiſdom. to be pleaſant, and all her Paths Peace z that 
ſhe attended public Worſhip every Opportunity, and 
when ſhe had a large Family of ſmall Children, was con- 
Rantly, for ſeveral Years, at the early Sacrament of Betw- 
Church, and conſtantly read Prayers in her Family z but 
that ſhe had lately negleted the ſame, by which Means, | 
and frequently breaking the Sabbath, ſhe believed.to be' 
the firſt Inlet to the Wickedneſs ſhe had unhappily fallea® 
Into; and having left her God, he had hardened - het 
_ Heart, and ſuffered her to commit thoſe Acts of Cruelty, 
for which ſhe juſtly merited the Puniſhment, to vi 
the righteous Sentence of the Court, ſhe was adjudg 


ng, that 


The Time between her Condemnation and Execution 


being very ſhort, ſhe was very careful to employ it in 
pious Exerciſes, and in preparing for that immortal State 
which ſhe had ſo near a Proſpe& of. Sleep was now ba- 
niſhed from her Eyes, and ſhe ſpent the firſt Night in 
fervent Prayer, and imploring God for Mercy and For- 
giovock of her great and enormous Offences ; wiſhing the 
_ "Time was come when ſhe ſhould pay the Debt due to her 
Crime. She ſaid, ſhe did not think her Sufferings were 
a ſufficient Atonement for her Sins, and was ſenſible ſhe 
could only be ſaved by the Merits and Sufferings of Chrift, 
_ or periſh eternally. She attended Chapel on Sunday Mor- 
ning, and behaved with the utmoſt Seriouſneſs and Devo- 
tion, where her Huſband and Son, at her Requeſt, were 
-permitted to be preſent, Aﬀer Service was over, very. 
affecting was the Scene between theſe unhappy People. 
Their mutual Careffſes, their Tears, which flowed in a- 
bundance, and their affectionate Concern for each other, 


| I 
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In the Morning of- Execution, ſhe was called down 
early. into the Preſs-yard, where ſhe joined in Prayer with 
the Ordinary. After which ſhe went up to Chapel, where 
ſhe ſeemed very devout during the Service ; and then re- 
ceived the Sacrament in Company with ber Huſband anÞ# 
Son, who were permitted once more to ſee her, and to 
take the laſt Farewel of each other, She ſeemed Quite 
compoſed and reſigned to her Fate, fervently praying to 
God, that he would deliver her from Blood-guiltineſs ; 
expreſſing herſelf in ſuch Terms as theſe; © I have no- 
& thing to plead or' recommend me to thee but my Mi- 
<6 ſery; but thy beloved Son died for Sinners, therefore on 
& his Merits I rely and depend for Pardon.” She conti- 
'nued in Prayer, in which ſhe was joined by her Huſband 
and Son for upwards of two Hours, and then took Leave 

of them. Their Parting produced a Scene which it is 
impoſſible to deſcribe by Words, and ſo moving, that none 
| © preſent could refrain from Tears. Her Huſband aſſured 
' ?* her, that whenever heſhould obtain his Liberty, of which 

Phe had not the leaft Doubt on the Proof of his Innocence, 
he did not queſtion but he ſhould be able, by the Bleſſing 
of God, to provide for his two younger Children, and 
therefore begged her not to be troubled on that Account. 
She, in Anſwer, entreated him to releaſe himſelf from the 
Priſon of Sin; and as for her Children, ſhe committed - 
them to the Care of God's Providence, who, ſhe hoped, 
would not ſuffer them to be uſed as ſhe had treated the 
unhappy Girls. Her Son fell on his Knees, and be$ged 
Her Blefling ; upon which ſhe tenderly embraced and kif- 
ſed him, while-her Huſband was kneeling on the other 
© Side, praying, that God would have Mercy on her Soul, 
She replied, + Dear Fames, I beg of God, for Chriſt's Sake, 
_ «© that he would be reconciled, and that he will not leave 
«© me nor forſake me in the "7 ig of Death, and in the 
« Day of Judgment.” Having taken theig kaſt Adieu of 
each other, ſhe went down into the Preſs-Yard ; where 
having prayed for ſome Time, ſhe was put into the Cart, 
and conveyed to Tyburn. ZE 

At the Place of Bacathion:the ſeemed quite compoſed, 
and joined in Prayer; acknowledged her Guilt, and the. 
Julie of her a5 Her laſt Words were, Lord 

e us, recarve my Spirit. 
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